
Self-alerting on BBO 

 

You alert your own bids (self-alert). This is different from at the club. The opponents will see 

this alert but your partner won’t. 

You should describe your alert at the time of making the bid, by typing in the “Explain” line 

under the bid, BEFORE you make the bid.  But if you forget, you can still do so by clicking on 

your bid and type it in.  

You should self-alert any bid that the opposition might be curious about as well as any bid 

that at the club your partner would alert. So self-alert 1C opener (4+, 2+, 2+forcing etc) and 

1NT opener (12-14, 15-17 etc). Also self-alert 2 openers (are they weak or strong?) transfer 

bids, jump overcalls etc. Your opponents should not have to ask to about any of the bidding 

but you have self-alerted enough of it. 

If your opponents ask the meaning of a bid, do not answer to the Table. Click on the bid and 

type in there. 

If the opponents make a bid that you want to have clarified or you suspect should have 

been alerted, click on that bid and a message will be sent to the opponents to describe their 

bid further. 


